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The All-Ireland Senior Football Championship quarter-final stage brings a classic Ulster rivalry to 
Croke Park as Donegal prepare to take on Monaghan in what promises to be a high-stakes, 
hard-fought battle. With both sides eager to book a coveted semi-final berth, the clash is set to 
be a strategic and physical showdown between two familiar foes who know each other all too 
well. 

 

Donegal come into this tie with momentum firmly on their side. Since the return of Jim 
McGuinness, the 2012 All-Ireland winning manager, Donegal have rediscovered their steel and 
structure. Their disciplined defensive shape, mixed with bursts of creative flair from the likes of 
Oisín Gallen and Peadar Mogan, has been key to their progression. Patrick McBrearty and 
Michael Langan bring experience and composure, while the newer faces have injected fresh 
energy and depth into the squad. 

Monaghan, however, will not be intimidated. Under Vinny Corey, they continue to punch above 
their weight, powered by a tight-knit core of seasoned warriors. Conor McManus, although in the 
twilight of his career, remains a lethal weapon up front, while the likes of Jack McCarron, Kieran 
Duffy, and Karl O’Connell provide valuable leadership and skill across the pitch. Monaghan’s 
ability to remain composed in pressure moments—seen in their gritty win over Kildare—proves 
they are very much alive in the championship hunt. 

Tactically, this matchup will revolve around control—Donegal will likely try to impose their 
calculated, possession-heavy style, while Monaghan may aim to counter quickly and exploit 
turnovers. Midfield will be crucial, with both teams possessing physical and mobile units who 
can turn the tide with quick transitions. 

https://passrugby.com/gaa/


The psychological edge is finely balanced. Donegal have shown more consistency this season, 
but Monaghan’s unpredictability and refusal to back down make them dangerous opponents. 
Ulster derbies are rarely open affairs, and this one is likely to follow suit: cagey early on, fierce 
down the stretch. 

As both teams eye a place in the All-Ireland semi-finals, expect intensity, discipline, and no 
shortage of drama. Donegal v Monaghan is set to deliver another compelling chapter in their 
storied rivalry—and potentially a moment of magic to define their summer. 
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