
!!+[OffiCial@!]* Monaghan v Donegal 
𝐋𝐢𝐯𝐞 𝐒𝐓𝐫𝐞𝐚𝐦𝐬 All-Ireland SFC 
quarter-final  - June 28, 2025 
 

A fierce Ulster rivalry reignites as Monaghan and Donegal face off in the All-Ireland Senior 
Football Championship quarter-final, promising a thrilling encounter between two counties with 
rich championship history. Both sides come into this clash with renewed confidence, having 
navigated the group stages and preliminary rounds with resilience and tactical discipline. With a 
semi-final spot on the line, the stakes couldn’t be higher for these provincial foes. 

 

Monaghan, under the guidance of Vinny Corey, continue to show that their experienced 
core—featuring Conor McManus, Jack McCarron, and Karl O’Connell—can still compete at the 
top level. Their recent form has demonstrated a balanced blend of defensive solidity and 
attacking sharpness, particularly their crucial win in the preliminary quarter-final where their 
tactical patience paid off. This Monaghan side thrives under pressure, and their ability to close 
out tight games will be a significant asset heading into this clash. 

Donegal, on the other hand, are riding high after an impressive campaign that’s seen them 
emerge as serious contenders. Jim McGuinness’s return has galvanized the squad, restoring 
the defensive structure and intensity that defined their 2012 All-Ireland triumph. Key figures 
such as Patrick McBrearty, Oisín Gallen, and Michael Langan are firing on all cylinders, while 
the emergence of younger talents has added depth and dynamism to their setup. Donegal’s 
quarter-final qualification was earned with both grit and flair, making them a dangerous 
proposition for any opponent. 

This encounter will likely be a tactical battle—Monaghan’s controlled tempo and Donegal’s 
counter-attacking prowess set the stage for a cagey, calculated affair. Midfield dominance and 
game management in the final quarter will be critical, especially with both teams boasting sharp 
shooters and seasoned decision-makers. 

https://passrugby.com/gaa/


As always in Ulster derbies, expect physicality, passion, and a raucous atmosphere from both 
sets of supporters. The familiarity between these sides adds an extra edge, with neither willing 
to give an inch. With momentum, experience, and tactical nous on both benches, predicting a 
winner is no easy task. 

One thing is certain—when Monaghan and Donegal clash with an All-Ireland semi-final on the 
horizon, Gaelic football fans are in for a captivating battle that could go down to the wire. 
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