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UFC 317 features a pivotal lightweight showdown as top contenders Beneil Dariush and Renato 
Moicano square off in a clash that could have serious implications for the 155-pound title 
picture. Both fighters are coming in with something to prove—Dariush looking to bounce back 
from a tough loss, and Moicano eager to continue his resurgence in the division. Expect 
fireworks when these two elite technicians collide. 

 

Beneil Dariush (22-6-1) enters UFC 317 with the goal of reasserting himself as one of the 
division’s most dangerous and well-rounded fighters. Known for his pressure, powerful striking, 
and elite grappling, Dariush had built an impressive eight-fight winning streak before suffering a 
first-round knockout loss to Charles Oliveira. That setback hasn’t shaken his confidence, and 
the Iranian-American veteran is determined to remind everyone why he was once on the cusp of 
a title shot. With a mix of power, durability, and fight IQ, Dariush is always a threat to anyone in 
the lightweight top 10. 

Renato Moicano (18-5-1), meanwhile, has found new life in the lightweight division. After 
moving up from featherweight, the Brazilian submission specialist has looked rejuvenated, using 
his crisp striking and lethal jiu-jitsu to great effect. Moicano is coming off a dominant win over 
Drew Dober, where he showcased his patience, control, and finishing instincts. With momentum 
on his side and a well-rounded skill set, Moicano sees Dariush as the perfect stepping stone 
toward a title shot of his own. 

This bout is a true chess match. Dariush will likely look to control the pace, mixing his striking 
and takedowns to keep Moicano off balance. Moicano, however, is dangerous everywhere—the 
ground is his comfort zone, and he’s shown improved striking that can surprise even elite 
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opponents. The question will be whether Dariush’s pressure overwhelms Moicano or if the 
Brazilian can catch him in a mistake and capitalize. 

Both men have the skills to win and the hunger to break into the title mix. It’s a fight with serious 
stakes and guaranteed action. 
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