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UFC 317 brings fans a high-stakes flyweight title fight as reigning champion Alexandre Pantoja 
defends his belt against New Zealand’s dangerous striker Kai Kara‑France. This battle of 
contrasting styles and championship ambitions promises to deliver fireworks, with both fighters 
looking to cement their place at the top of the 125-pound division. 

 

Alexandre Pantoja (27-5) has quietly become one of the most dominant and respected names in 
the flyweight division. The Brazilian champion earned the belt in a hard-fought war against 
Brandon Moreno and followed it up with a strong title defense. Known for his relentless 
pressure, high fight IQ, and dangerous submissions, Pantoja’s style is overwhelming for many 
opponents. With black belt-level jiu-jitsu and a granite chin, he thrives in scrambles and 
chaos—making him a nightmare matchup for most strikers in the division. 

Kai Kara‑France (25-11, 1 NC) returns to the title picture hungry and motivated. Representing 
New Zealand’s City Kickboxing gym, Kara‑France brings sharp technical striking, lightning-fast 
combinations, and legitimate knockout power—something rarely seen at flyweight. After a tough 
loss in an interim title bout against Brandon Moreno and a controversial decision defeat to Amir 
Albazi, he’s back with renewed focus and the tools to shock the world. If he can keep the fight 
standing and control the pace, Kara‑France could find success against the grappling-heavy 
champion. 

This matchup is a classic striker vs. grappler clash. Pantoja will look to close the distance, apply 
pressure, and take the fight to the ground, where he can use his superior submission skills. 
Kara‑France, meanwhile, will aim to manage distance, counter with precision, and punish 
Pantoja’s entries with fast hands and powerful kicks. 

https://passrugby.com/ufc/


For Pantoja, a win would further solidify his reign and prove he can beat all types of contenders. 
For Kara‑France, it’s a shot at redemption and a chance to become New Zealand’s second-ever 
UFC champion after Israel Adesanya. With both men at the peak of their careers, the stakes 
couldn’t be higher. 

 


	!!+[OffiCial@!]* Alexandre Pantoja vs Kai Kara‑France 𝐋𝐢𝐯𝐞 𝐒𝐓𝐫𝐞𝐚𝐦𝐬 UFC 317 Fight  - June 28, 2025 

